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Abstract : Generativism in language design investigates the framework on which varying sentence structures are built in the
English language. Propounded by Noam Chomsky in 1965, the theory transforms sentences from an active structure to a
passive one by the application of established rules of the theory. Resident in the body of syntax, the rules include movement,
insertion, substitution, and deletion rules. Using the movement rule, the analysis is armed with the qualitative research
method, on which the works of scholars were duly consulted for more insight and in line with the academic practice in research
activities. The investigation showed that the rules of competent grammar explain the formulation of sentences in a language
and how transformation takes place among sentences from a deep structure to a surface structure with accurate results. The
structural differences that could be got through dative movement and the deletion of the preposition; passivisation got from an
active sentence by the insertion of the preposition “by” a “be verb” and the aspect tense marker “–en”, held as the creative
aspect of language vocabulary and the subject-auxiliary inversion that exchanges the auxiliary of a sentence with the subject of
the same sentence thereby transforming a kennel sentence to a polar question, viewed as an external argument under θ-theory.
Generativism in language design, therefore, changes available types of sentences and relates one form of linguistic category
with others in language design.
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