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Abstract : To achieve universal healthcare for everyone, the World Health Organization has emphasized the importance of
National  Medicines Policies  for  increased accessibility  and utilization of  high-quality  and affordable medications.  In  the
Philippines, significant challenges have been identified surrounding the sustainability of essential medicines, resulting in
limited access such as high cost and dominance and market dominance and monopoly of multinational companies (MNCs) in
the Philippine pharmaceutical industry. These identified challenges have been addressed by several initiatives, such as the
Philippine National Drug Policy and Generics Act of 1988 (Republic Act 6675), to attempt to reduce drug prices. Despite these
efforts, the concerns with drug accessibility and affordability continue to persist; hence, Republic Act 9502 was enacted. This
paper attempts to review RA 9502 in the pursuit of making medicines more affordable for Filipinos, analyze and critique the
problems and challenges associated with the law, and provide recommendations to address identified problems and challenges.
A literature search and review, as well as an analysis of the law, has been done to evaluate the policy. RA 9502 recognizes the
importance of market competition in drug price reduction and quality medicine accessibility. Contentious issues prior to
enactment of the law include 1) parallel importation, pointing out that the drug price will depend on the global market price, 2)
contrasting approaches in the drafting of the law as the House version focused on medicine price control while the Senate
version prioritized market competition, and 3) MNCs opposing the amendments with concerns on discrimination, constitutional
violations,  and  noncompliance  with  international  treaty  obligations.  There  are  also  criticisms  and  challenges  with  the
implementation of the law in terms of content or modeling, interpretation and implementation, and other external factors or
hindrances. The law has been criticized for its narrow scope as it only covers specific essential medicines with no cooperation
with the national health insurance program. Moreover, the law has sections taking advantage of the TRIPS flexibilities, which
disallow smaller countries to reap the benefits  of  flexibilities.  The sanctions and penalties have an insignificant role in
implementation as they only ask for a small portion of the income of MNCs. Proposed recommendations for policy improvement
include  aligning  existing  legislation  through  strengthened  price  regulation  and  expanded  law  coverage,  strengthening
penalties to promote law adherence, and promoting research and development to encourage and support local initiatives.
Through  these  comprehensive  recommendations,  the  issues  surrounding  the  policy  can  be  addressed,  and  the  goal  of
enhancing the affordability and accessibility of medicines in the country can be achieved.
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