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Abstract : The lack of awareness of the significant prevalence of school absenteeism in Indonesia, which ultimately results in
high rates of school dropouts, is an unresolved issue. Therefore, this study aims to investigate the root causes of chronic
absenteeism qualitatively and quantitatively using the bioecological systems paradigm in secondary schools for any reason.
This study used an open-ended questionnaire to collect data from 1,148 students in six West Java Province districts/cities.
Univariate and stepwise multiple logistic regression analyses produced a prediction model for the components. Analysis results
show that poor teacher-student relationships, bullying by peers or teachers, negative perception of education, and lack of
parental involvement in learning activities are the leading causes of chronic absenteeism. Another finding is to promote home-
school partnerships to improve school climate and parental involvement in learning to address chronic absenteeism.
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