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Abstract : Located in the southwest of the "roof of the world", Tibet is the origin center of Tibetan Culture.Lhasa, Shigatse and
Gyantse are three famous historical and cultural cities in Tibet. They have always been prominent political, economic and
cultural cities, and have accumulated the unique aesthetic orientation and value consciousness of Tibet's urban construction.
"Archetype" usually refers to the theoretical origin of things, which is the collective unconscious precipitation. The archetype
theory fundamentally explores the dialectical relationship between image expression, original form and behavior mode. By
abstracting and describing typical phenomena or imagery of the archetype object can observe the essence of objects, explore
ways in which object phenomena arise.  Applying archetype theory to the field of  urban planning helps to gain insight,
evaluation, and restructuring of the complex and ever-changing internal structural units of cities. According to existing field
investigations, it has been found that Dzong, Temple, Linka and traditional residential systems are important structural units
that constitute the urban space of Lhasa, Shigatse and Gyantse. This article applies the thinking method of archetype theory,
starting from the imagery expression of urban spatial pattern, using technologies such as ArcGIS, Depthmap, and Computer
Vision to descriptively identify the spatial representation and plane relationship of three cities through remote sensing images
and historical  maps.  Based on historical  records,  the  spatial  characteristics  of  cities  in  different  historical  periods  are
interpreted in a hierarchical manner, attempting to clarify the origin of the formation and evolution of urban pattern imagery
from the perspectives of geopolitical environment, social structure, religious theory, etc, and expose the growth laws and key
driving forces of cities. The research results can provide technical and material support for important behaviors such as urban
restoration, spatial intervention, and promoting transformation in the region.
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