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Abstract : The growth of the Chengdu-Chongqing urban agglomeration has been designated as a national strategy in China.
Analyzing its spatial evolution characteristics is crucial for devising relevant development strategies. This paper enhances the
gravitational  model  by  using  temporal  distance  as  a  factor.  It  applies  this  improved  model  to  assess  the  economic
interconnection  and  concentration  level  of  each  geographical  unit  within  the  Chengdu-Chongqing  urban  agglomeration
between 2011 and 2019. On this basis, this paper examines the spatial correlation characteristics of economic agglomeration
intensity and urban-rural development equalization by employing spatial autocorrelation analysis. The study findings indicate
that the spatial integration in the Chengdu-Chongqing urban agglomeration is currently in the "point-axis" development stage.
The spatial organization structure is becoming more flattened, and there is a stronger economic connection between the core
of the urban agglomeration and the peripheral areas. The integration of the Chengdu-Chongqing urban agglomeration is
currently hindered by conflicting interests and institutional heterogeneity between Chengdu and Chongqing. Additionally, the
connections between the relatively secondary spatial units are largely loose and weak. The strength and scale of economic ties
and the  level  of  urban-rural  equilibrium among spatial  units  within  the  Chengdu-Chongqing urban agglomeration  have
increased, but regional imbalances have continued to widen, and such positive and negative changes have been characterized
by the spatial and temporal synergistic evolution of the "core-periphery". Ultimately, this paper presents planning ideas for the
future integration development of the Chengdu-Chongqing urban agglomeration, drawing from the findings.
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