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Abstract : This paper is an interpretative historical analysis of Australian migration laws that examines asylum and refugee
policies and attitudes in Australia. It looks at major turning points in Australian migration history, and in doing so, the
researcher reviewed relevant literature on the aspects crucial to highlighting the current trend of Australian migration policies.
The data was collected using secondary data from official government sources, including annual reports, media releases on
immigration, inquiry reports, statistical information, and other available literature to identify critical historical events that
significantly affected the systematic developments of asylum seekers and refugee policies in Australia and to look at the
historical trends of official thinking. A reliance on using these official sources is justified as those are the most convincing
sources to analyse the historical events in Australia. Additional literature provides us with critical analyses of the behaviour
and culture of the Australian immigration administration. The analytical framework reviewed key Australian Government
immigration policies since British colonization and the settlement era of 1787–the 1850s and to the present. The fundamental
basis for doing so is that past events and incidents offer us clues and lessons relevant to the present day. Therefore, providing
a perspective on migration history in Australia helps analyse how current policymakers' strategies developed and changed over
time. Attention is also explicitly focused on Australian asylum and refugee policy internationally, as it helped to broaden the
analysis. The finding proved a link between past events and adverse current Australian government policies towards asylum
seekers and refugees. It highlighted that Australia's current migration policies are part of a carefully and deliberately planned
pattern that arose from the occupation of Australia by early British settlers. In this context, the remarkable point is that the
historical events of taking away children from their Australian indigenous parents, widely known as the 'stolen generation'
reflected a model of assimilation, or a desire to absorb other cultures into Australian society by fully adopting the settlers'
language, their culture, and losing indigenous people's traditions. Current Australian policies towards migrants reflect the
same attitude. Hence, it could be argued that policies and attitudes towards asylum seekers and refugees, particularly so-called
'boat people' to some extent, still reflect Australia's earlier colonial and 'white Australia' history.
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