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Abstract : Individual language use is a matter of choice in particular interactions. The paper proposes a conceptual and
theoretical framework with methodological consideration to develop how language produced in dyadic relations is to be
considered and situated in the larger social configuration the interaction is embedded within. An integrated and comprehensive
view is taken: social interactions are expected to be ruled by a normative context, defined by the chain of interdependences
that structures the personal network. In this approach, the determinants of discursive practices are not only constrained by the
moment of production and isolated from broader influences. Instead, the position the individual and the dyad have in the
personal network influences the discursive practices in a twofold manner: on the one hand, the network limits the access to
linguistic resources available within it, and, on the other hand, the structure of the network influences the agency of the
individual, by the social control inherent to particular network characteristics. Concretely, we investigate how and to what
extent consistent ego is from one interaction to another in his or her use of adverbs. To do so, social network analysis (SNA)
methods are mobilized. Participants (N=130) are college students recruited in the french speaking part of Switzerland. The
personal network of significant ones of each individual is created using name generators and edge interpreters, with a focus on
social support and conflict. For the linguistic parts, respondents were asked to record themselves with five of their close
relations. From the recordings, we computed an average similarity score based on the adverb used across interactions. In
terms of analyses, two are envisaged: First, OLS regressions including network-level measures, such as density and reciprocity,
and individual-level measures, such as centralities, are performed to understand the tenets of linguistic similarity from one
interaction to another. The second analysis considers each social tie as nested within ego networks. Multilevel models are
performed to investigate how the different types of ties may influence the likelihood to use adverbs, by controlling structural
properties of the personal network. Primary results suggest that the more cohesive the network, the less likely is the individual
to change his or her manner of speaking, and social support increases the use of adverbs in interactions. While promising
results emerge, further research should consider a longitudinal approach to able the claim of causality.
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