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Abstract : Background: Strabismus is a visual disorder where the eyes are misaligned and point in different directions.
Untreated strabismus can lead to amblyopia, loss of binocular vision, and social stigma due to its appearance. Since it is
assumed that knowledge is pertinent for early screening and prevention of strabismus, the main objective of this study was to
assess  knowledge and attitudes  toward strabismus in  Woreta  town,  Northwest  Ethiopia.  Providing data  in  this  area is
important for planning health policies. Methods: A community-based cross-sectional study was done in Woreta town from
April–May 2020. The sample size was determined using a single population proportion formula by taking a 50% proportion of
good knowledge, 95% confidence level, 5% margin of errors, and 10% non- response rate. Accordingly, the final computed
sample size was 424. All four kebeles were included in the study. There were 42,595 people in total, with 39,684 adults and
9229 house holds. A sample fraction ’’k’’ was obtained by dividing the number of the household by the calculated sample size of
424. Systematic random sampling with proportional allocation was used to select the participating households with a sampling
fraction (K) of 21 i.e. each household was approached in every 21 households included in the study. One individual was
selected ran- domly from each household with more than one adult, using the lottery method to obtain a final sample size. The
data was collected through a face-to-face interview with a pretested and semi-structured questionnaire which was translated
from English to Amharic and back to English to maintain its consistency. Data were entered using epi-data version 3.1, then
processed and analyzed via SPSS version- 20. Descriptive and analytical statistics were employed to summarize the data. A p-
value of less than 0.05 was used to declare statistical significance. Result: A total of 401 individuals aged over 18 years
participated, with a response rate of 94.5%. Of those who responded, 56.6% were males. Of all the participants, 36.9% were
illiterate. The proportion of people with poor knowledge of strabismus was 45.1%. It was shown that 53.9% of the respondents
had a favorable attitude. Older age, higher educational level, having a history of eye examination, and a having a family history
of strabismus were significantly associated with good knowledge of strabismus. A higher educational level, older age, and
hearing  about  strabismus  were  significantly  associated  with  a  favorable  attitude  toward  strabismus.  Conclusion  and
recommendation: The proportion of good knowledge and favorable attitude towards strabismus were lower than previously
reported in Gondar City, Northwest Ethiopia. There is a need to provide health education and promotion campaigns on
strabismus to the community: what strabismus is, its’ possible treatments and the need to bring children to the eye care center
for  early  diagnosis  and  treatment.  it  advocate  for  prospective  research  endeavors  to  employ  qualitative  study
design.Additionally, it suggest the exploration of studies that investigate causal-effect relationship.
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