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Abstract  :  This  research  explores  the  underlying  motivations  and  consequences  of  individuals  changing  their  sexual
orientation as a response to sexual violence. The primary objective of the study is to unravel the psychological, emotional, and
social factors that drive individuals, akin to Celie in Alice Walker’s ‘The Color Purple’, to contemplate and undergo changes in
their sexual orientation following the trauma of sexual violence. Through an analytical and qualitative approach, the study
employs in-depth textual and thematic analyses to scrutinize the complex interplay between sexual orientation and violence
within the selected text. Through a close examination of Celie’s journey and experiences, the study reveals that her decision to
switch sexual orientation arises from a desire for a more favorable and benevolent relationship driven by the absence of safety
and refuge in her previous relationships. By establishing this bond between sexual orientation and violence, the research
underscores how sexual violence can lead individuals to opt for a change in their sexual orientation. The findings highlight
Celie’s transformation as a means to seek solace and security, thus concluding that sexual violence can prompt individuals to
alter their sexual orientation. The ensuing discussion explores the implications of these findings, encompassing psychological,
emotional, and social consequences, as well as the societal and cultural factors influencing the perception of sexual orientation.
Additionally, it sheds light on the challenges and stigma faced by those who undergo such transformations. By comprehending
the complex relationship between sexual violence and the decision to change sexual orientation, as exemplified by Celie in ‘The
Color Purple’, a deeper understanding of the experiences of survivors who seek a safe haven through altering their sexual
orientation can be attained.
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