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Abstract : this research focuses on the impact of jungle justice on the emotional health challenges experienced by residents in
the Lagos metropolitan city in Nigeria. Jungle justice refers to the practice of individuals taking the law into their own hands
and administering punishment without proper legal procedures. The aim of this study is to investigate the influence of jungle
justice on the emotional challenges faced by residents in Lagos. The specific objectives of the study are to examine the effects
of jungle justice on trauma, pressure, fear, and depression among residents. The study adopts a descriptive survey research
design and uses a questionnaire as the research instrument. The population of the study consisted of residents in the three
senatorial districts that make up Lagos State. A simple random sampling technique was used to select two Local Government
Areas (Yaba and Shomolu) from each of the three senatorial districts of Lagos State. Also, a simple random sampling technique
was used to select fifty (50) residents from each of the chosen Local Government Areas to make three hundred (300) residents
that formed the sample of the study. Accidental sampling technique is employed to select a sample of 300 residents. Data on
the variables of interest is collected using a self-developed questionnaire. The research instrument undergoes validation
through face, content, and construct validation processes. The reliability coefficient of the instrument is found to be 0.84. The
study reveals that jungle justice significantly influences trauma, pressure, fear, and depression among residents in Lagos
metropolitan city. The statistical analysis shows significant relationships between jungle justice and these emotional health
challenges (df (298) t= 2.33, p< 0.05; df (298) t= 2.16, p< 0.05; df (298) t= 2.20, p< 0.05; df (298) t= 2.14, p< 0.05). This
study contributes to the literature by highlighting the negative effects of jungle justice on the emotional well-being of residents.
It emphasizes the importance of addressing this issue and implementing measures to prevent such vigilante actions. Data is
collected through the administration of the self-developed questionnaire to the selected residents. The collected data is then
analyzed using inferential statistics, specifically mean analysis, to examine the relationships between jungle justice and the
emotional health challenges experienced by the residents. The main question addressed in this study is how jungle justice
affects the emotional health challenges faced by residents in Lagos metropolitan city. Conclusion: The study concludes that
jungle justice has a significant influence on trauma, pressure, fear, and depression among residents. To address this issue,
recommendations are made,  including the implementation of  comprehensive awareness  campaigns,  improvement  of  law
enforcement agencies, development of support systems for victims, and revision of the legal framework to effectively address
jungle justice. Overall, this research contributes to the understanding of the consequences of jungle justice and provides
recommendations for intervention to protect the emotional well-being of residents in Lagos metropolitan city.
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