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Abstract : Mt. Hamiguitan Range in Davao Oriental, Mindanao Island, Philippines is the only protected area with pygmy forest
and a priority site for protection and conservation. This range harbors different vegetation types such as agroecosystem,
dipterocarp forest, montane forest and mossy forest. This study was conducted to determine the diversity of trees and shrubs
in different vegetation types of Mt. Hamiguitan Range. Transect walk and 16 sampling plots of 20 x 20 m were established in
the different vegetation types. Specimens collected were classified and identified using the Flora Malesiana and type images.
Assessment of status was determined based on International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN). There were 223
species of trees, 141 genera and 71 families. Of the vegetation types, the pygmy forest obtained a comparatively high diversity
value  of  H=1.348  followed  by  montane  forest  with  H=1.284.  The  high  species  importance  value  (SIV)  of  Diospyros
philippinensis for trees indicates that these species have an important role in regulating the stability of the ecosystem. The tree
profile of the pygmy forest is different due to the ultramafic substrate causing the dwarfness of the trees. These forest types
should be given high priority for protection and conservation.
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