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Abstract : With the advent of Covid-19, online classroom instruction became a very important mode of instruction delivery
during which learners were engaged in both collaborative and online interactive learning process, but along with it are
challenges as well as its deliverables. This study therefore investigated the various online platform used by the students for
learning among fresh undergraduate students of Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Osun Sate. It also assessed the student’s
perception towards online learning in the university and examined the influence of collaborative learning among the students.
Lastly, it examined the problems that are associated with collaborative online learning instruction in the university. These were
with a view to providing empirical  information on problems and prospects of  online classroom instruction among fresh
undergraduate physical science students of Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife. The study employed a descriptive survey
research technique.  The population comprised all  the fresh undergraduates in physical  science departments of  Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife. The sample consisted two hundred freshmen in physical science departments of Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, who were selected using simple random techniques. During the selection, a questionnaire was used to
collect data from the respondents. The data were analyzed using appropriate descriptive of frequency, simple percentage, and
mean.  Results  showed that  Google Meet 149(74.5%),  Telegram 120(60.0%),  and Google Classroom 143(71.5%),  are the
prominent online classroom instruction used by the students in Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife. The results also showed
that the freshmen’s perception towards online classroom instruction in Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife is low with cluster
mean of 2.97. It further revealed that collaborative learning enhances the learning ability of below average learners more than
that of the above average and average students (73.6%). Finally, the result showed that they are affirmative of the problems
associated with online classroom instruction in Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife with cluster mean of 3.01. The result
concluded that most Online platform used by the fresher’s students in Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife are Google Meet,
Telegram and Google Classroom. The students  have negatives perception towards online classroom instruction and the
students are affirmative of the problems associated with online classroom instruction among physical science freshmen in
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife.
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