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Abstract : Illegal Migration, specifically Trafficking in person is one of the primary issues of the day affecting all states of the
world with variation on the extent of  the root causes and consequences that led people to migrate irregularly and the
consequences it is costing on humanity. This paper intends to investigate the root causes and consequences of illegal migration
in Ethiopia’s Tigray Regional state and come up with alternative intervening strategy. To come up with pertinent and robust
research finding,  this  study employed mixed research approach involving qualitative  and quantitative  data  in  line  with
purposive and snow ball sampling selection technique. The study revealed that, though poverty is the most commonly sensed
pushing factor for people to illegally migrate, the issue of psycho-social orientation and attitudinal immersion of the local
community for illegal migration, both in thinking and action is the most pressing problem that urges serious intervention.
Trafficking in persons and Illegal migration in general, is becoming the norm of the day in the study area that overtly reveal
illegal migration is an issue beyond livelihood securing demand in practice. Basically, parties engaged in illegal migration and
the accomplice with human traffickers these days in the study area are found to be more than urgency for food security and a
need to escape from livelihood impoverishment. Therefore, this study come up with a new paradigm insight indicating that
illegal migration is believed by the local community members as an optional path way of doing business in illegal way while the
attitude of the community and officials authorized to regulate is being part of the channel or to the least tolerant of this grave
global danger. The study also found that the effect of illegal migration is significantly manifested in long run than in short term
periods. Therefore, a need for critical consideration on attitudinal based intervention and youth oriented and enforceable legal
and policy framework accountability framework is required to face and control illegal migration by international, national, local
stakeholders. Besides this, economy based development interventions that could engage and reorient the youth, as primary
victims of trafficking, and expansion of large scale projects that can employ large number of youths at a time.
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