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Abstract : This study was carried out to obtain five-year retrospective data on dog bite cases and antirabies vaccination of
dogs in relation to rabies control in Aba, Abia state, Nigeria. Data for retrospective studies (2016 - 2020) was collected from
both government and private veterinary clinics in Aba. A total of 66 dog bite cases were reported between January 2016 and
December 2020 with a majority of victims being adults (51.5%) within the ages of 18 - 50 years. On the prevalence of dog bite
cases according to the gender of victims, males (75.8%) were mostly involved compared to female victims (24.2%).
Anatomically, the majority of bite wounds (65.2%) were on the legs. The monthly distribution of bites indicates a higher
frequency in the months of January and March (dry season). Local 28 (43.8%) and exotic breeds 30(46.8%) of dogs were mostly
involved in the dog bite cases. The majority of the dogs (92.2%) involved in the bite cases were known dogs whose owners
could be contacted, while a very few proportion (7.8%) were stray dogs. Results of this study indicated that only 16 (25%) of
the offending dogs had a current antirabies vaccination record, 8 (12.5%) had an unknown vaccination record, while the
largest proportion, 40 (62.5%) of the offending dogs had no current vaccination record. Public awareness of the danger of dog
bites in relation to rabies and increased antirabies vaccination of dogs as a means of controlling the disease is recommended.
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