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Abstract : This paper thoroughly investigates the design characteristics necessary for intergenerational living and evaluates
their applicability within the Italian social panorama in order to identify a model that can serve as a reference for subsequent
regulatory adjustments of a new building typology. The applied methodology involves the collaboration of people with various
background and architects, all representing the three main ages of life - childhood or youth, adulthood, seniority - through
questionnaires aimed at researching the peculiar characteristics that contemporary intergenerational housing should include;
the questionnaires are then compared with each other in order to identify any recurring patterns by age group and/or
influenced by the specialist knowledge on the subject of the architects compared to the rest of the user sample. The results
indicate that among specialist users in the field of architecture, young students identify home automation as the key to the
inclusion  of  the  weakest  groups  within  the  building,  adult  architects  believe  that  the  identification  of
intergenerational/community services within the building is the cornerstone, and senior architects focus on widespread spatial
accessibility. At the same time, the results among non-specialist users do not identify a significantly diversified model by age
group but are generally in agreement in the importance of separation between private environments and collective spaces. The
interpretation of the results obtained leads to a compositional study of a new building typology with the future objective of
channeling the subsequent outcomes within the regulatory adjustments of the sector.
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