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Abstract : Salt City, in the context of Jordan’s heritage landscape, is a significant case to explore when it comes to the
interaction between tangible and intangible qualities of liveable cities. Most city centers, including Jerash, Salt, Irbid, and
Amman, are historical locations. Six of these extraordinary sites were designated UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Jordan is
widely acknowledged as a developing country characterized by swift urbanization and unrestrained expansion that exacerbate
the challenges associated with the preservation of historic urban areas. The aim of this study is to conduct an examination and
analysis of the existing condition of heritage connectivity within heritage city centers. This includes outdoor staircases,
pedestrian pathways, footpaths, and other public spaces. Case study-style analysis of the urban core of As-Salt is the focus of
this investigation. Salt City is widely acknowledged for its substantial tangible and intangible cultural heritage and has been
designated as ‘The Place of Tolerance and Urban Hospitality’ by UNESCO since 2021. Liveability in urban heritage,
particularly in historic city centers, incorporates several factors that affect our well-being; its enhancement is a critical issue in
contemporary society. The dynamic interaction between humans and historical materials, which serves as a vehicle for the
expression of their identity and historical narrative, constitutes preservation that transcends simple conservation. This form of
engagement enables people to appreciate the diversity of their heritage recognising their previous and planned futures.
Heritage preservation is inextricably linked to a larger physical and emotional context; therefore, it is difficult to examine it in
isolation. Urban environments, including roads, structures, and other infrastructure, are undergoing unprecedented physical
design and construction requirements. Concurrently, heritage reinforces a sense of affiliation with a particular location or
space and unifies individuals with their ancestry, thereby defining their identity. However, a considerable body of research has
focused on the conservation of heritage buildings in a fragmented manner without considering their integration within a
holistic urban context. Insufficient attention is given to the significance of the physical and social roles played by the heritage
staircases and baths that serve as connectors between these valued historical buildings. In doing so, the research uses a
methodology that is based on consensus. Given that liveability is considered a complex matter with several dimensions. The
discussion starts by making initial observations on the physical context and societal norms inside the urban center while
simultaneously establishing the definitions of liveability and connectivity and examining the key criteria associated with these
concepts. Then, identify the key elements that contribute to liveable connectivity within the framework of urban heritage in
Jordanian city centers. Some of the outcomes that will be discussed in the presentation are: (1) There is not enough
connectivity between heritage buildings as can be seen, for example, between buildings in Jada and Qala'. (2) Most of the
outdoor spaces suffer from physical issues that hinder their use by the public, like in Salalem. (3) Existing activities in the city
center are not well attended because of lack of communication between the organisers and the citizens.
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