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Abstract : The landscape of Kerala was paved way for the growth of maritime contacts with foreigners. Pepper was the
important exported item from here because this region only having pepper production on the West Coast of India. The paper is
attempting to analysis the available references of ancient port town in Kerala. It is merely preliminary investigation about Early
Historic urban centres with the available literary evidences and excavations reports that would help us to understand the
ancient port town in Kerala coast. There were number of ancient port towns mentioned in classical Greek and Sangam
literatures. For instance, Naura, Tyndis, Nelcynda, Bacare and Muziris were the major sites of Kerala which represented only
in the text but not able to locate these sites on the ground so far. There are lot of studies on site based as well as state based
regarding the various aspects of ancient port towns. But, it is mainly focussed on factual narration and theoretical
interpretation.
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