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Abstract : In the dynamic landscape of higher education, intra-regional migration within Kashmir represents a complex
interplay of influential elements. This qualitative research study aims to explore and analyze the multifaceted factors that
significantly shape the patterns and motivations driving students' migration within the region. The study employed a qualitative
research approach. The research is carried out with a sample of 60 participants, consisting of 30 male and 30 female students
selected from various higher education institutions in the Punjab region. Through self-structured interviews and thematic
analysis,  the  research  unravels  the  underlying  drivers,  aspirations,  challenges,  and  opportunities  that  underpin  the
phenomenon of intra-regional migration in the Kashmiri higher education landscape. The results of this study are expected to
offer  valuable  insights  for  policymakers,  educational  institutions,  and  stakeholders  to  better  understand,  address,  and
potentially enhance the experiences and outcomes of  shareholders of  students engaged in intra-regional  mobility within
Kashmir's higher education domain. This study's findings aim to contribute significantly to the existing body of knowledge
surrounding intra-regional migration within Kashmir's higher education landscape, offering a nuanced understanding of the
drivers behind student mobility. Ultimately, this research endeavors to facilitate more informed and effective decision-making
in addressing the evolving dynamics of intra-regional migration in Kashmir's higher education sector.
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