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Abstract :  The solution to the Rohingya crisis  has become complicated than it  was anticipated.  Because of  consistent
persecution, ethnic cleansing, and genocide against the Rohingya in Burma, four major influxes of the Rohingya people took
place to the neighboring country Bangladesh. After the latest influx of October 2016 and August 2017, the total number of
Rohingya in Bangladesh stands somewhere between 900,000 to over one million, placing Bangladesh much ahead with the
number of refugees compared to Dadaab and Kakuma in Kenya, Bidibidi in Uganda, and Zaatari in Jordan. While Bangladesh
received recognition and appreciation for receiving such a large number of Rohingya, eventually finding a solution to the
Rohingya crisis has become a serious problem. The host country and the Rohingya themselves long for repatriation, the most
desired solution to the crisis. But going back to their own country is now almost an impossible matter due to the unwillingness
of the Myanmar government. The other two options to the solution to Rohingya crisis – reintegration in the host country and
third country resettlement – have drawn little attention until now. On the one hand, the geopolitical factors have been making
the Rohingya crisis complex. On the other, the war and conflict between Russia-Ukraine and Palestine-Israel have lessening the
importance of the Rohingya issue and been diverting the world’s attention from the Rohingya crisis. Clearly, without the
support of international community, Bangladesh finds no sustainable way to repatriate 1.1 million Rohingya. Yet, possibilities of
a third country resettlement remain unexplored. In the past few years, some countries have expressed interest in accepting the
Rohingya as part of third country resettlement but the number they wanted to take is like a drop in the ocean. This paper
examines the roadblocks for third country resettlement of the Rohingya. It aims to look at the underlying reasons for which
international community is less interested in accepting the Rohingya as refugees. Is it the racial and religious identity of the
Rohingya that are considered problematic to the resettlement process? In what ways geopolitical complexities affecting the
resettlement issue? How do the Rohingya view third country resettlement? This paper looks for the answers to these questions.
The paper is  based on qualitative study conducted from 2016-2018 and 2021-2023 in Rohingya camps in Cox’s  Bazar,
Bangladesh. The camp management authority, the Rohingya themselves, and the NGOs working in the camp participated in the
study.
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