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Abstract : Introduction: Burn injuries among children are associated with major complications. Early health care seeking and
appropriate  management  are  crucial  in  saving  lives  and  preventing  complications.  Objective:  To  assess  home-based
management practices and health seeking behaviors among caregivers of children admitted with burn injuries at selected
hospitals in Rwanda. Methods: A cross-sectional descriptive study was conducted among caregivers of children admitted with
burn injuries at three hospitals in Kigali. A semi-structured questionnaire was used to collect the data that were analyzed using
SPSS version 25. Statistical software Results: Most of the children with burn injuries had median age of 36 months, and 89.9%
had second-degree burns. 92.4% of burns happened at home and 63.3% were scalds. Only 18% of the caregivers seek care
immediately after children’s burn injuries. About 2.5% reported not seeking any care after burn injuries and 3.8% sought care
from traditional healers. 65.9% of the participants used wrong practices before seeking care such as applying honey, cooking
oil and urine to the burn injuries. Transportation difficulties before consulting health facilities were the main reported faced
barriers to success health care (86.1%). Conclusion: Immediate health seeking behavior was low. Wrong practices including
application of  harmful  products  to  burn injuries  are common in the community.  There is  a  need for  community  based
interventions to prevent burn injuries at home and to empower the community with appropriate actions to take after injuries.
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