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Abstract : The COVID-19 pandemic has interrupted face-to-face education and forced universities into an emergency remote
teaching curriculum over a short duration. This abrupt transition in the Spring 2020 semester left both faculty and students
without proper preparation for continuing higher education in an online environment. Online learning took place in different
formats,  including fully  synchronous,  fully  asynchronous,  and blended in our university  through the e-learning platform
MOODLE. Studies have shown that students’ engagement, is a critical factor for optimal online teaching. Very few studies have
assessed online engagement with ERT during the COVID-19 pandemic. Purpose: Therefore, this study, sought to understand
how the sudden transition to emergency remote teaching impacted nursing students’ engagement with online courses in a
Middle Eastern public university. Method: A cross-sectional descriptive research design was adopted in this study. Data were
collected through a self-reported online survey using Dixon’s online students’ engagement questionnaire from a sample of 177
nursing students after the ERT learning semester. Results The maximum possible engagement score was 95, and the maximum
scores in the domains of skills engagement, emotional engagement, participation engagement, and performance engagement
were 30, 25, 30, and 10 respectively. Dixson (2010) noted that a mean item score of ≥3.5 (total score of ≥66.5) represents a
highly engaged student. The majority of the participants were females (71.8%) and 84.2% were regular BSN students. Most of
them (32.2%)  were  second-year  students  and  52% had  a  CGPA between 2  and  3.  Most  participants  (56.5%)  had  low
engagement scores with ERT learning during the COVID lockdown. Among the four engagement domains, 78% had low
engagement scores for the participation domain. There was no significant association found between the engagement and the
demographic characteristics of the participants. Conclusion The findings supported the importance of engaging students in all
four categories skill, emotional, performance, and participation. Based on the results, training sessions were organized for
faculty on various strategies for engaging nursing students in all domains by using the facilities available in the MOODLE
(online e-learning platform). It added value as a dashboard of information regarding ERT for the administrators and nurse
educators to introduce numerous active learning strategies to improve the quality of teaching and learning of nursing students
in the University.
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