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Abstract : In this work, we attempt to analyse the contribution of innovative activities to firm performance and growth. We
examine economic data from some of the economies that were heavily affected by current economic crisis: the countries of
southern Europe (Portugal, Italy, Greece, and Spain) and Ireland. Following literature, an appropriate econometric model is
developed and several indicators are tested in order to disclose possible relation with innovative activity. Findings confirm the
crucial effect of innovative process in economic activity, in firm and country level.
Keywords : Eurozone periphery, firm performance, innovative activity, R&D
Conference Title : ICIE 2015 : International Conference on Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Conference Location : Venice, Italy
Conference Dates : April 13-14, 2015

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Economics and Management Engineering

Vol:9, No:04, 2015

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
co

no
m

ic
s 

an
d 

M
an

ag
em

en
t E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:9
, N

o:
04

, 2
01

5 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/1

76
40

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 9(04) 2015 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/17640.pdf

