World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences
Vol:17, No:12, 2023

From Sound to Music: The Trajectory of Musical Semiotics in a Selected
Soundscape Environment in South-Western Nigeria

Authors : Olatunbosun Samuel Adekogbe

Abstract : This paper addresses the question of musical signification, revolving around nature and its natural divides; the
paper tends to examine the roles of the dispositional apparatus of listeners to react to sounding environments through music as
coordinated sound that focuses on the powerful strain between vibrational occurrences of sound and potentials of being
structured. This paper sets out to examine music as a simple conventional design that does not allude to something beyond
music and sound as a vehicle to communicate through production, perception, translation, and reaction with regard to melodic
and semiotic functions of sounds. This paper adopts the application of questionnaire and evolutionary approach methods to
probe musical adaptation, reproduction, and natural selection as the basis for explaining specific human behavioural responses
to musical sense-making beyond the above-sketched dichotomies, with a major focus on the transition from acoustic-emotional
sensibilities to musical meaning in the selected soundscapes. It was observed that music has emancipated itself from the level
of mere acoustic processing of sounds to a functional description in terms of allowing music users to share experiences and
interact with the soundscaping environment. The paper, therefore, concludes that the audience as music participants and
listeners in the selected soundscapes have been conceived as adaptive devices in the paradigm shift, which can build up new
semiotic linkages with the sounding environments in southwestern Nigeria.
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