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Abstract  :  When  discussing  human  rights,  the  philosophical  underpinnings  of  discussions  about  African  realities  are
controversial, often hinging on whether human rights existed in pre-colonial Africa as not just a philosophy of thought but also
a way of imagining the individual's place in society. Critics have often fixated on what many argue is the lack of socio-political
structures that could have fostered the emergence and development of human rights contraptions in “mechanical” solidarities
such as pre-colonial agrarian African societies. This paper debunks the notion that the perceived ‘absence’ of an ‘advanced’
and differentiated social system where the philosophical imaginaries of Hobbes and Locke could have emerged is not grounds
to deny the imagined place of the human rights of the ‘individual’ in pre-colonial Africa. The paper adopts the qualitative
methodology by reviewing and analyzing secondary data from various sources to advance the view that the concepts of human
rights are not alien to indigenous Africa’s legal and political processes.
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