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Abstract : Same-sex relationships have always existed in Ghana. In coastal towns such as James Town in the heart of the
country’s capital, persons who were sexually different and attracted to members of their own sex were able to live their lives
openly as queer persons without any fear for their lives. Since 2006, this idyllic existence has been under attack, with LGBTQ+
communities suffering violence and discrimination. This paper highlights the lived experiences of the LGBTIQ+ community in
Ghana against the backdrop of the anti-gay bill - The Promotion of Proper Human Sexual Rights and Ghanaian Family Values
Bill, 2021 (now renamed the Human Sexual Rights and Family Values Bill, 2021), currently before Parliament, introduced by
eight members of Parliament as a Private Members’ Bill, and its implications for the LGBTQ+ community. The paper makes
recommendations to key stakeholders on strategies to counter the cultural and religious arguments/strategies and activism of
the anti-LGBTQ+ movement in  Ghana.  It  relied on secondary data from a variety  of  sources,  including the Bill  before
Parliament,  media reports,  and baseline surveys and studies conducted by LGBTQ organizations and other Civil  Society
Organizations (CSOs) in Ghana and elsewhere.
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