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Abstract : Every narrative is a temporal construct. Every narrative creates a qualitative experience of time for the viewer. The
paper argues for the concept of a qualified time that emerges from the interaction between the narrative and the audience. The
paper also challenges the conventional understanding of narrative time as either story time, real time or discourse time.
Looking at narratives through the medium of Cinema, the study examines how narratives create and manipulate duration or
durée, the qualitative experience of time as theorized by Henri Bergson. The paper further analyzes how Cinema and, by
extension, narratives are nothing but Durée and the filmmaker, the artist of durée, who shape and manipulate the perception
and emotions of the viewer through the manipulation and construction of durée. The paper draws on cinematic works to look at
the techniques to demonstrate how filmmakers use, for example, editing, sound, compositional and production narratives etc.,
to create various modes of durée that challenge, amplify or unsettle the viewer’s sense of time. Bringing together the Viewer’s
durée and exploring its interaction with the narrative construct, the paper explores the emergence of the new qualitative time,
the narrative durée, that defines the audience experience.
Keywords : cinema, time, bergson, duree
Conference Title : ICCFMS 2024 : International Conference on Cinema, Film and Media Studies
Conference Location : Paris, France
Conference Dates : January 18-19, 2024

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:18, No:01, 2024

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
8,

 N
o:

01
, 2

02
4 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
76

25
0.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 18(01) 2024 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/176250.pdf

