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Abstract : No other period in human history has offered such great opportunities for grievances not only to last long but also
to be manifested across international boundaries. This state of affairs is likely a common feature of the advent of social media.
The Anglophone Question in Cameroon has been a problem of poor constitutional arrangements that can be traced to 1961
when the former French Cameroon reunified with former British Southern Cameroons following a plebiscite in which the latter
overwhelmingly  voted  to  reunify  with  the  former.  Though  Southern/Anglophone  Cameroons  complained  of  perceived
marginalization and an attempt by the majority French section to assimilate them, the manifestation was subtle and took place
only through protests, petitions, strikes movements and demonstrations. However, with the advent of social media, a new
cream of leaders emerged in the diaspora, including the US, Canada, Europe, Asia and the Middle East, to champion the
manifestations leading to violence and conflicts that have bedeviled the region since 2017. The feeling of political subjugation,
economic exploitation,  social  suppression and cultural  assimilation among Anglophone Cameroonians united them under
diaspora leaders against the government of Cameroon, calling for the creation of a separate state for Anglophones. This paper
draws from this lead-up to analyze the current Anglophone Crisis in Cameroon in the light of the Grievance Theory and
Transnationalism. The paper makes an appeal to field experience, interviews, official sources, documentation, and the internet
to succor its central thesis. From the fertility of its sources, the paper submits that social media is a potent source of conflicts
and makes nonsense of the principle of sovereignty and territorial integrity by its capacity to promote the transnational
manifestation of grievances.
Keywords : grievance, transnationalism, anglophone crisis, Cameroon, crisis and social media
Conference Title : ICPSD 2024 : International Conference on Peacebuilding Studies and Development
Conference Location : Vancouver, Canada
Conference Dates : May 20-21, 2024

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:18, No:05, 2024

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
8,

 N
o:

05
, 2

02
4 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
75

87
4.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 18(05) 2024 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/175874.pdf

