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Abstract : A typical global learning program is a two-week project based, culturally immersive and academically relevant
experience built around a project with purpose and catered to student and business groups. Global Learning in Continuing
Education at Austin Community College promotes global readiness through projects with purpose with special attention given
to balancing learning, hospitality and travel. A recent project involved CommunityFirst! Village; a 51-acre planned community
which provides affordable, permanent housing for men and women coming out of chronic homelessness. Global Learning
students collaborated with residents and staff  at  the Community First!  Village on a project to produce two-dimensional
remodeling plans of residents’ tiny homes with a focus on but not limited to design improvements on elements related to
accessibility, increased usability of living and storage space and esthetic upgrades to boost psychological and emotional
appeal. The goal of project-based learning in the context of global learning in Continuing Educaiton at Austin Community
Collegen general is two fold. One, in rapid fashion we develop a project which gives the learner a hands-on opportunity to
exercise soft and technical skills, like creativity and communication and analytical thinking. Two, by basing projects on global
social conflict issues, the project of purpose promotes the development of empathy for other people and fosters a sense of
corporate social responsibility in future generations of business leadership. In the example provide above the project informed
the student group on the topic of chronic homelessness and promoted awareness and empathy for this underserved segment of
the community. Project-based global learning based on projects with purpose has the potential to cultivate global readiness by
developing empathy and strengthening emotional intelligence for future generations.
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