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Abstract : When a person gets sick, he or she goes to hospital for the treatment. In the case of severe illness, there might be
no hope for some patients to recover. In this state, the patients will face anxiety and fear. These feelings make the patients
suffer in mind until the time of death or called bad death. These feeling also directly effect to family members who are loved
ones and significant persons of the patients. They can help the dying patients to have good death. From literature reviews,
many studies focused on good death in patients and nurses. Little is known about good death in family member. Therefore, the
qualitative research based on Heideggerian phenomenology aimed to describe good death as perceived by the critically ill
patients’ family members. Five informants who were the critically ill patients’ family members at hospital in Chonburi were
purposively selected. Data were collected by in-depth interview, observation and critical reflection during January, 2014 to
March, 2014 . Cohen, Kahn and Steeves’s (2000) steps guided data analysis. Trustworthiness was maintained throughout the
study following Lincoln and Guba’s guidelines. Four themes were emerged, which were no suffering, acceptance of imminent
death, preparing for death, and being with the family. This findings provide deep understanding of good death as perceived by
the critically ill patients’ family members. It can be basic information for nurses to provide good death nursing care and further
explore for development of knowledge regarding good death nursing care.
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