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Abstract : One of the most discussed topics of the last century happens to be if Islamic civilization is violent. Many Western
intellectuals have promoted the notion that Islamic civilization is violent. Citing 9/11, in which 3000 civilians were killed, they
argue that Muslims are prone to violence because Islam promotes violence. However, Muslims reject this notion as nonsense.
This topic has not been properly addressed. First, violence of civilizations cannot be proven by citing religious texts, which
have  been  used  in  discussions  over  civilizational  violence.  Secondly,  the  question  of  whether  Muslims  are  violent  is
inappropriate, as there is implicit bias suggesting that Islamic civilization is violent. A proper question should be which
civilization is more violent. Third, whether Islamic civilization is indeed violent can only be established if more war-related
casualties can be documented within the borders of Islamic civilization than that of their cohorts. This has never been done.
Finally,  the violent behavior of Muslim countries can be examined by comparing acts of violence committed by Muslim
countries with acts of violence of groups of nations belonging to other civilizations by appropriate parameters of violence.
Therefore, parameters reflecting group violence have been defined; violent conflicts of various civilizations of the last two
centuries were documented, quantified by number of conflicts and number of victims, and compared with each other by
following the established principles of  statistics.  The results  show that whereas 80% of  genocides and massacres were
conducted by Western nations, less than 5% of acts of violence were committed by Muslim countries. Furthermore, the West
has the highest incidence (new) and prevalence (new and old) of violent conflicts among all groups of nations. The result is
unambiguous and statistically significant. Becoming informed can only be done by a methodical collection of relevant data,
objective analysis of data, and unbiased information, a process which this paper follows.
Keywords : Islam and violence, demonization of Muslims, violence and the West, comparison of civilizational violence
Conference Title : ICEI 2024 : International Conference on Extremism and Islamophobia
Conference Location : Istanbul, Türkiye
Conference Dates : December 23-24, 2024

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:18, No:12, 2024

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
8,

 N
o:

12
, 2

02
4 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
75

70
5.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 18(12) 2024 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/175705.pdf

