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Abstract : Persons living with HIV (PLHIV) need lifelong antiretroviral treatment (ART) to keep their viral load suppressed to
an undetectable level, maintain a healthy immune system, and reduce the risk of transmitting HIV to others. However, many
factors affect PLHIV's adherence to ART, including access to antiretrovirals (ARV), stigma, lack of social support, and the
burden of seeking lifelong care. Community-based care has been shown to be instrumental in the experience of PLHIV in many
countries, including Cambodia. In this study based in Cambodia, a community-based ART delivery (CAD) intervention involving
community action workers (CAWs) who are PLHIVs was introduced. These workers collect pre-packaged ARVs from the ART
clinics and dispense them to PLHIVs in the communities. The quasi-experimental study involved approximately 2000 stable
PLHIV in the intervention arm and another 2000 PLHIV in the control arm (receiving usual care). A cost-effectiveness analysis
is currently conducted to complement the clinical effectiveness of the CAD intervention on the care continuum and treatment
outcomes for stable PLHIV, as well as the operational effectiveness in increasing the efficiency of the ART clinics and the
health system. The analysis will  consider health system and societal perspectives based on primary outcomes, including
retention in care, viral load suppression, and adherence to ART. Additionally, a consultation with the National Centre for
HIV/AIDS, Dermatology, and STD under the Cambodia Ministry of Health will be done to discuss the conduct of a budget
impact analysis that can quantify the financial impact on the government's budget when adopting the CAD intervention at the
provincial and national levels. The budget impact analysis will take into consideration various scaling-up scenarios for the
interventions in the country. The research will  assess the cost-effectiveness of the CAD intervention to support national
stakeholders in Cambodia to make an informed decision on the adoption and scaling up of the intervention in Cambodia. The
results are currently being analyzed and will be available at the time of the conference.
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