
Classical Music Unplugged: The Future of Classical Music Performance:
Tradition, Technology, and Audience Engagement

Authors : Orit Wolf
Abstract : Classical music performance is undergoing a profound transformation, marked by a confluence of technological
advancements and evolving cultural dynamics. This academic paper explores the multifaceted changes and challenges faced by
classical music performance, considering the impact of artificial intelligence (AI) along with other vital factors shaping this
evolution. In the contemporary era, classical music is experiencing shifts in performance practices. This paper delves into these
changes, emphasizing the need for adaptability within the classical music world. From repertoire selection and concert formats
to artistic expression, performers and institutions navigate a delicate balance between tradition and innovation. We explore
how these changes impact the authenticity and vitality of classical music performances. Furthermore, the influence of AI in the
classical  music concert world cannot be underestimated. AI technologies are making inroads into various aspects,  from
composition assistance to rehearsal and live performances. This paper examines the transformative effects of AI, considering
how it enhances precision, adaptability, and creative exploration for musicians. We explore the implications for composers,
performers, and the overall concert experience while addressing ethical concerns and creative opportunities. In addition to AI,
there is the importance of cross-genre interactions within the classical music sphere. Mash-ups and collaborations with artists
from diverse musical backgrounds are redefining the boundaries of classical music and creating works that resonate with a
wider and more diverse audience. The benefits of cross-pollination in classical music seem crucial, offering a fresh perspective
to listeners. As an active concert artist, Orit Wolf will share how the expectations of classical music audiences are evolving.
Modern concertgoers seek not  only  exceptional  musical  performances but  also immersive experiences that  may involve
technology, multimedia, and interactive elements. This paper examines how classical musicians and institutions are adapting to
these changing expectations, using technology and innovative concert formats to deliver a unique and enriched experience to
their audiences. As these changes and challenges reshape the classical music world, the need for a harmonious coexistence of
tradition, technology, and innovation becomes evident. Musicians, composers, and institutions are striving to find a balance
that ensures classical music remains relevant in a rapidly changing cultural landscape while maintaining the value it brings to
compositions and audiences. This paper, therefore, aims to explore the evolving trends in classical music performance. It
considers the influence of AI as one element within the broader context of change, highlighting the necessity of adaptability,
cross-genre interactions, and a response to evolving audience expectations. By doing so, the classical music world can navigate
this transformative period while preserving its timeless traditions and adding value to both performers and listeners. Orit Wolf,
an international concert pianist, fulfils her vision to bring this music in new ways to mass audiences and will share her personal
and professional experience as an artist who goes on stage and makes disruptive concerts.
Keywords : cross culture collaboration, music performance and ai, classical music in the digital age, classical concerts,
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