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Abstract : The homeless population in Spain, particularly among immigrants, has been a persistent and multifaceted issue.
The government has implemented various housing public policies over the years to address homelessness, ranging from shelter
programs to initiatives promoting permanent housing solutions. However, understanding the effectiveness of these policies
requires insight from the very individuals and professionals directly impacted by or involved in their execution. This research
sheds light on national strategies (The 2015-2020 Comprehensive National Strategy for the Homeless and National Strategy to
Combat Homelessness in Spain 2023-2030) aimed at tackling homelessness in Spain, with a focus on the evolving landscape of
housing  public  policies  and their  relationship  with  the  homeless  population.  We investigate  how these  strategies  have
transformed over time and their impact on the inclusion of this vulnerable group. Furthermore, we explore the perspectives of
homeless immigrants, distinguishing between those with an extended residency in Spain and those who have more recently
arrived (less than 2 years);  and distinguishing between women and men.  Additionally,  we incorporate insights from 13
interviews with professionals dedicated to serving the homeless population. These insights offer a deeper understanding of the
intricacies of current homelessness service provision. Our findings reveal the complex dynamics of providing services to
homeless  individuals,  and  the  importance  of  aligning  these  efforts  with  the  broader  national  strategies  for  tackling
homelessness. Drawing on a comprehensive dataset, we offer a nuanced view of the challenges and successes in implementing
inclusive housing policies in the Spanish context. Our research highlights the importance of collaboration between policy
makers, service providers and advocates to create a cohesive and effective approach. By fostering such collaboration, we aim
to create a more inclusive and comprehensive strategy to address homelessness in Spain and possible affordable housing
proposals for this vulnerable group. It´s only underscores the importance of tailored approaches but also contributes to the
broader discourse on housing public policies' ability to address homelessness and foster integration. We suggest that a more
comprehensive approach, considering the unique needs of immigrants and working in collaboration with professionals in the
field, is essential for the development of effective strategies to combat homelessness and ensure the right to adequate housing
for all.
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