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Abstract : This paper investigated the implementation and impact of inclusive education practices in early childhood settings
(ages 3-6) with the overarching aim of fostering a diverse learning environment. The primary objectives were to assess the
then-current state of inclusive practices, identify effective methodologies for accommodating diverse learning needs, and
evaluate the outcomes of implementing inclusive education in early childhood settings. To achieve these objectives, a mixed-
methods approach was employed, combining qualitative interviews with early childhood educators and parents, along with
quantitative surveys distributed to a diverse sample of participants. The qualitative phase involved semi-structured interviews
with 30 educators and 50 parents, selected through purposive sampling. The interviews aimed to gather insights into the
challenges faced in implementing inclusive education, the strategies employed, and the perceived benefits and drawbacks. The
quantitative phase included surveys administered to 300 early childhood educators across various settings, measuring their
familiarity with inclusive practices, their perceived efficacy, and their willingness to adapt teaching methods. The results
revealed a significant gap between the theoretical understanding and practical implementation of inclusive education in early
childhood settings. While educators demonstrated a high level of theoretical knowledge, they faced challenges in effectively
translating these concepts into practice. Parental perspectives highlighted the importance of collaboration between educators
and parents in supporting inclusive education. The surveys indicated a positive correlation between educators' familiarity with
inclusive  practices  and  their  willingness  to  adapt  teaching  methods,  emphasizing  the  need  for  targeted  professional
development. The implications of this study suggested the necessity for comprehensive training programs for early childhood
educators  focused  on  the  practical  implementation  of  inclusive  education  strategies.  Additionally,  fostering  stronger
partnerships between educators and parents was crucial for creating a supportive learning environment for all children. By
addressing these findings, this research contributed to the advancement of inclusive education practices in early childhood
settings, ultimately leading to more inclusive and effective learning environments for diverse groups of young learners.
Keywords : inclusive education, early childhood settings, diverse learning, young learners, practical implementation, parental
collaboration
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