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Abstract : Critical thinking is a highly valued outcome of university education. There is an agreement in literature that it is
demonstrated through the abilities to highlight issues and assumptions, find links between ideas and concepts, make correct
inferences, evaluate evidence or authority and deduce conclusions (Tsui, 2002). Although Critical thinking plays a significant
role in developing all academic skills, its role in developing writing skills is significant (Kurfiss, 1988). SAW (student academic
writing) is an observable output of critical thinking (Wilson K. , 2016). When students apply critical thinking to their writing,
they present clear,  accurate,  significant and logical arguments constructing their own voice in the form of an essay or
dissertation (Matsuda, 2001). This presentation will show how a rubric can be used to find evidence of critical thinking in SAW.
Participants will experience how evidence-based written arguments supported by background knowledge and authorial voice
can develop students into efficient critical thinkers. Participants will have an opportunity to use the rubric to find the evidence
of critical thinking in SAW samples. This presentation is intended for classroom teachers with or without the basic knowledge
of implementing critical thinking in academic settings. Participants will also learn tips how various features of critical thinking
can be developed among students. After the session, the participants will be able to use or adapt the rubric according to their
needs to find evidence of critical thinking in SAW within their context.
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