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Abstract : Child abuse is a significant issue worldwide, affecting the socio-development and mental and physical health of
young individuals. It is the maltreatment of a child by an adult or a child. This paper focuses on child abuse in Communities in
Lagos State. The aim of this study is to investigate the extent of child abuse and its impact on the mood, social activities, self-
worth, concentration, and academic performance of children in Communities in Lagos State. The primary research instrument
used in this study was the interview (Forensic), which consisted of two sections. The first section gathered data on the details
of the child and the forms and impacts of abuse experienced, while the second section focused on parental style. The study
found that children who experienced various forms of abuse, such as emotional, neglect, physical, or sexual abuse, were
hesitant to report it out of fear of threats or even death from the abuser. These abused children displayed withdrawn
behaviour, depression, and low self-worth and underperformed academically compared to their peers who did not experience
abuse. The findings align with socio-learning and intergenerational transmission of violence theories, which suggest that
parents and caregivers who engage in child abuse often do so because they themselves experienced or witnessed abuse as
children, thereby normalizing violence. The study highlights the prevalent issue of child abuse in Lagos State and emphasizes
the need for advocacy programs and capacity building to raise awareness about child abuse and prevention. The distribution of
the Child’s Rights Act in various sectors is also recommended to underscore the importance of protecting the rights of children.
Additionally, the inclusion of courses on child abuse in the school curriculum is proposed to ensure children are educated on
recognizing and reporting abuse.
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