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Abstract : It is a well-known fact that the Hausa people have, since time immemorial, had a distinct culture of living together
and assisting one another. In fact, the communal bond has been an important aspect that bound society together. Over the
years, this communal bond has been eroded, giving way to an individualistic society whereby everyone lives a different way of
life free from social cohesion and family bonds. It is against this backdrop the paper examines the forces of change in Hausa
society and their effect on communal living. The paper also highlights the factors and actors involved in such change and how,
in the later years of Nigeria’s independence, such factors transformed the social, political and economic structures of Hausa
society in Northern Nigeria. In writing this paper, qualitative research is used in which questionnaires and oral interviews
were used as a method of data collection. Along this way, other sources like primary and secondary are also used extensively in
writing the paper. The concluding part of the paper reveals that unless the problems of elitism, corruption and poverty are
addressed, the gap between have and have-nots, wealthy and poor, literate and illiterate, will continue to widen, thereby
leading to an individualistic society that negates all forms of communal living.
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