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Abstract : English as a Medium of Instruction known as (EMI) is expanding rapidly in the world. A growing volume of research
has been dedicated to investigating its implementation. However, considerably less attention has been given to understanding
EMI in a context where its implementation has been discussed but not yet put into practice. One such context is Algeria, where
talks about a possible implementation of EMI have been going on for some time. The present study examines the current
discourses and university lecturers’ attitudes towards the potential implementation of EMI as well as investigating the current
implicit and explicit language policies in scientific courses in Algerian state universities. The focus is specifically on
Engineering departments, as this field has gained worldwide importance in EMI research (Macaro et al. 2018), and,
traditionally, French has been the MOI for Engineering in Algerian universities. Using the ROADMAPPING framework (Dafouz
and Smit 2016) and the mixed method research approach, the present work explores the language in education policy (LEP)
and planning situation in Algeria, the current media of instruction as well as the status and use of the English language in the
scientific courses of the tertiary sector. Finally, the current study explores the perceived challenges and benefits of the
implementation of EMI programmes from teachers’ perspectives with a particular focus on agency and how this potential
policy implementation and teachers’ perceptions of agency around it may reflexively influence their professional identity.
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