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Abstract : The main purpose of this research is to evaluate the relationships between childhood traumas and dissociative
experiences, self-perceptions and early maladaptive schemas in male convicts convicted of sexual assault crimes in prison. In
our study, male convicts in prison for the crime of sexual assault constitute the experimental group, and the participants
matched with this experimental group in terms of education, age and gender constitute the control group. The experimental
group of the research consists of 189 male individuals who are convicted in the Ministry of Justice, General Directorate of
Prisons, Istanbul/Maltepe L Type Closed Prison. The control group of this study consists of 147 adult males matched with the
experimental group in terms of age, gender and education parameters. A total of 336 adult male individuals are included in the
sample of this study. 46% of the experimental group were convicted of only sexual assault, 54% of them were convicted of both
sexual assault and murder, injury and drug crimes. Total of five data collection tools, namely the Personal Information Form
created by S. A. & E. O., Childhood Trauma Questionnaire (CTQ), the Dissociative Experiences Scale (DES), the Rosenberg
Self-Esteem Scale (RSES), and the Young Schema Questionnaire-Short Form (YSQ-SF3), were completed. DES cut-off score of
99 (52.39%) of 189 convicts in the experimental group and 12 (8.17%) of 147 people in the control group was found to be 30
and above, and this result indicates the presence of pathological dissociative experiences. 180 (95.23%) of the sexual assault
convicts in the experimental group had at least one childhood trauma, 154 (81.48%) were emotional neglect, 140 (74.07%)
were emotional abuse, 121 (64.02%) were physical neglect, 91 (4814%) physical abuse and 70 (37.03%) sexual abuse. 168
(88.88%) of the experimental group reported multiple type of trauma and 12 (6.34%) reported single type of trauma. While the
childhood traumas, isolation, abandonment and emotional deprivation schema levels of the convicts with a DES cut-off score of
30 and above are higher than the convicts with a DES cut-off score of 30 and above, their self-esteem is lower than this group.
Experimental group while childhood traumas, dissociative experiences and early maladaptive schemas are higher than the
control group, their self-esteem levels are lower. Dissociative experiences, abandonment and emotional deprivation early
maladaptive schemas are more common in convicts aged between 18-30 years compared to convicts aged 31 and over. In
addition, dissociative experiences and early maladaptive schemas of male convicts who reported physical and sexual abuse
were higher than those who did not report physical and sexual abuse, while their self-esteem was at a lower level. As a result,
in terms of psychotraumatology and clinical forensic psychology, dissociative disorders developed under the influence of
chronic  childhood  traumas,  with  clinical  interviews  and  psychometric  measurements  to  be  made  in  terms  of  forensic
psychiatry; it is of fundamental importance to evaluate it in terms of neurosis-psychosis distinction, disability retirement,
custody, malpractice, criminal and legal capacity criteria.
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