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Abstract : The conservation of cultural heritage during times of war is a topic of significant importance and concern in the
field of heritage studies. The destruction, looting, and illicit acts against cultural heritages have devastating consequences.
International and national legislations have been put in place to address these issues and provide a legal framework for
protecting cultural heritage during armed conflicts. Thus, the aim of this review is to examine the existing heritage legislations
and evaluate their effectiveness in protecting cultural heritage during times of war with a special insight of the Tigray war. The
review is based on a comprehensive empirical analysis of existing heritage legislations related to the protection of cultural
heritage during war, with a special focus on the Tigray war. The review reveals that there are several international and
national  legislations  in  place  to  protect  cultural  heritage  during  times  of  war.  However,  the  implementation  of  these
legislations has been insufficient and ineffective in the case of the Tigray war. The priceless cultural heritages in Tigray, which
were once the centers of investment and world pride were, have been subjected to destruction, looting, and other illicit acts, in
violation of both international conventions such as the UNESCO Convention and national legislations. Therefore, there is a
need for consistent intervention and enforcement of different legislations from the international community and organizations
to rehabilitate, repatriate, and reinstitute the irreplaceable heritages of Tigray.
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