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Abstract : By analyzing the content of the New York Times' China-related energy reports, this study aims to explore the
construction of China's national image by the mainstream media in the United States. The study analyzes three aspects of the
coverage: topics, reporting tendencies, and countries involved. The results of the study show that economic issues are the main
focus of the New York Times’ China-related energy coverage, followed by political issues and environmental issues. Overall, the
coverage tendency was mainly negative, but positive coverage was dominated by science and technology issues. In addition,
the study found that U.S.-China relations and Sino-Russian relations were important contexts for the construction of China's
national image in the NYT's China-related energy coverage. These stories highlight China's interstate interactions with the
United States, Japan, and Russia, which serve as important links in the coverage. The findings of this study reveal some
characteristics  and trends  of  the  U.S.  mainstream media's  country  image of  China,  which  are  important  for  a  deeper
understanding of the U.S.-China relationship and the media's influence on the construction of the country's image.
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