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Abstract : Ubuntu is an African philosophy and model with the meaning of 'humanity to others' or 'care for other’s needs
because of the guiding principle of interdependence’ that embraces collective and holistic efforts in development through the
human face. The study uses a literature review method reflecting Julius Nyerere’s contributions in realizing Ubuntu and social
work practice.  Nyerere strived to restore Africa development in the lens of  humanism through the values of  solidarity,
communal participation, compassion, care, justice etc; He later founded developmental social work through Ujamaa model,
educational for self reliance and African dignity. Nyerere was against post-colonial syndromes through African socialism that
envisioned values and principles of social work to provide social justice, human dignity, social change and social development.
Also, he managed to serve the primary mission of the social work profession to enhance human wellbeing and help meet basic
human needs of all people, with particular attention to the needs and empowerment of people who are vulnerable, oppressed,
and living in poverty with African Ubuntu practice of equal distribution of resources. Nyerere further endorsed social work
legal framework that embraced universal human rights: service, equality, social justice, and human dignity, Importance of
human relationship, integrity and competence. Nyerere proved that Indigenous model can work with formal system like Social
work profession. In 2014 the National Heritage Council of South Africa (NHC) honored him an Award of African Ubuntu
champion. Nyerere strongly upheld to be an ambassador of social work through his remarkably contributions in developmental
social work (Ujamaa model), social change, human dignity, equality, social unity and social justice in Africa and globe at large.
Keywords : ubuntu, Indiginious knowledge, Indiginious social work, ubuntu social work
Conference Title : ICSW 2024 : International Conference on Social Work
Conference Location : Paris, France
Conference Dates : May 16-17, 2024

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Social and Business Sciences

Vol:18, No:05, 2024

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 S
oc

ia
l a

nd
 B

us
in

es
s 

Sc
ie

nc
es

 V
ol

:1
8,

 N
o:

05
, 2

02
4 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
72

53
2.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 18(05) 2024 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/172532.pdf

