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Abstract : In 2020 the Ministry of Education in Ghana and the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NaCCA)
rolled out a new curriculum, Common Core Programme (CCP) for Basic 7 to 10, that lays emphasis on character building and
values which are important to the Ghanaian society by providing education that will produce character-minded learners, with
problem solving skills, who can play active roles in dealing with the increasing challenges facing Ghana and the global society.
Therefore, learning and teaching approaches that prioritise the use of digital learning resources and active learning are
recommended. The new challenge facing Ghanaian teachers is the ability to use new technologies together with the
appropriate content pedagogical knowledge to help learners develop, aside the communication skills in French, the essential
21st century skills as recommended in the new curriculum. This article focusses on the pedagogical approaches that are
recommended by NaCCA. The study seeks to examine French language teachers’ understanding of the recommended
pedagogical approaches and how they use digital learning resources in class to foster the development of these essential skills
and values. 54 respondents, comprised 30 teachers and 24 head teachers, were selected in 6 Junior High schools in rural
districts (both private and public) and 6 from Junior High schools in an urban setting. The schools were selected in three
regions: Volta, Central and Western regions. A class observation checklist and an interview guide were used to collect data for
the study. The study reveals that some teachers adopt teaching techniques that do not promote active learning. They
demonstrate little understanding of the core competences and values, therefore, fail to integrate them in their lessons.
However, some other teachers, despite their lack of understanding of learning and teaching philosophies, adopted techniques
that can help learners develop some of the core competences and values. In most schools, digital learning resources are not
utilized, though teachers have smartphones or laptops.
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