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Abstract : In recent years, the subject of how retirement influences consumption behaviours has garnered attention in
economic research. However, a significant gap persists in our understanding of how retirement precisely impacts tourism
consumption patterns among the elderly demographic. To address this gap, this research conducts an in-depth exploration into
the multifaceted relationship between retirement and elderly tourism consumption.To achieve this, the study employs
regression discontinuity design, using three waves of panel data from China covering a span of six years. This approach aims to
identify the causality between retirement and tourism consumption. Furthermore, the study scrutinizes the pathways through
which retirement's impact on tourism consumption unfolds. It adopts a dual-pronged perspective, examining the roles played
by economic status and the availability of leisure time. The economic dimension underscores the financial adjustments that
retirees make as they transition into a new phase of life, impacting their propensity to allocate resources towards tourism
activities. Meanwhile, considering leisure time recognizes that retirement often heralds an era of newfound freedom, allowing
retirees the luxury to engage in leisurely pursuits like tourism.
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