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Abstract : Successful acquisition of 21st-century competencies needed by students to navigate through the ever-changing
world requires that they are taught and molded by 21st-century teachers with the needed professional competencies.
Accordingly, this study sought to understand the readiness and how efficacious pre-service Social Studies specialism students
are towards the implementation of the Common Core Social Studies Curriculum in the Junior High Schools in Ghana. Theory of
Experience served as the theoretical lens for the study. Working within the pragmatist paradigm, this study utilized the cross-
sectional descriptive survey design with a mixed method approach where, through census sampling technique, all the 120 pre-
service Social Studies specialism students were sampled for the study. A structured questionnaire and an interview guide were
the instruments employed for data collection. Descriptive statistics (mean, standard deviation and inferential statistics like
independent samples t-test, one-way between groups ANOVA and Pearson Product Moment Correlation) were employed in the
analysis the research questions and hypotheses with the aid of version 28 of SPSS while the qualitative data was analyzed
using thematic analysis. The findings discovered that pre-service Social Studies teachers were highly ready and efficacious
towards implementing the Common Core Junior High School Social Studies curriculum. However, male pre-service teachers
were highly efficacious and ready than their female counterparts. Besides, it was disclosed that pre-service teachers within the
31-40 years age bracket were found to be highly efficacious and ready than their colleagues with 20-30 and below 20 years age
bracket respectively. The findings further revealed that there was a moderate and statistically significant positive relationship
between pre-service teachers’ readiness and efficacy in implementing the Common Core Social Studies curriculum. Therefore,
the study recommended that interventional programmes aimed at raising the readiness and efficacy beliefs of pre-service
teachers should be targeted towards female preservice teachers and those below 20 years age bracket for successful
implementation and realization of the competencies enshrined in the common core social Studies curriculum.
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