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Abstract : This is a comparative study between the training process of teachers of English as a foreign language in a Brazilian
institution  and  an  Italian  institution,  analyzing  the  academic  curriculum,  which  includes  courses  mandatory  internship
activities, among other curricular aspects, and investigating the motivations that lead pre-service teachers to pursue a teaching
career. The two institutions involved in this research are considered the oldest in Brazil, the Federal University of Amazonas,
created in 1909, and the oldest in Italy, the University of Bologna, created in 1088. The general problem, or guiding question of
this research, therefore, is: What is the role of the academic curriculum in motivating and consolidating the teaching of English
as a Foreign Language (EFL) as a professional career? The hypothesis be investigated is that the degree courses of the two
institutions apply in their curricula the pedagogical contours described in Shulman (2005), essential for the consolidation of the
specificities of professional teacher training, which would lead to the strengthening of motivation pre-service professors to
remain in this professional career plan, both for those who have already entered the course with pre-established external or
internal motivations and for those who entered without apparent motivation. This is qualitative research (CRESWELL, 2007),
with the application of field research, where documental analysis of the academic curriculum was carried out together with
interviews with  preservice  teachers  of  the  two institutions  and analysis  through interpretivism (MERTENS,  2010).  The
curriculum was analyzed in the light of Shulman (2005) and the interviewees' motivational discourse were analyzed from the
perspective of Lovely (2012)'s discoveries. At the end, the data was crossed to answer the guiding question of the research,
generating the proposed comparative study.
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