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Abstract : Lobbying is an inherent aspect within the democratic regimes across the globe. Although it can provide decision-
makers with valuable knowledge and grant access to stakeholders in the decision-making process, it can also lead to undue
influence and unfair competition at the expense of the public interest if it not transparent. Given the multi-level governance
structure of the EU, it is no surprise that the EU policy-making arena has become a place-to-be for lobbyists. However, in order
to ensure that influence is legitimate and not biased of any business interests, lobbying must be effectively regulated. A
comparison with the US and Canadian lobbying regulatory framework and utilising some good practices from EU countries it is
apparent that lobbying is the Achilles’ heel to transparency in the EU. It is evident that EU institutions suffer from ineffective
regulations and could in fact benefit from a more robust, mandatory and better implemented system of lobbying regulation.
Keywords : EU, lobbying regulation, transparency, democratic regimes
Conference Title : ICAGGHR 2015 : International Conference on Anti-Corruption, Good Governance and Human Rights
Conference Location : Paris, France
Conference Dates : May 18-19, 2015

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Law and Political Sciences

Vol:9, No:05, 2015

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 L
aw

 a
nd

 P
ol

iti
ca

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:9
, N

o:
05

, 2
01

5 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/1

71
92

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 9(05) 2015 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/17192.pdf

