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Abstract : Introduction: Burundi records a still high infant mortality rate. Despite efforts to reduce it, prematurity is still the
leading cause of death in the neonatal period. The objective of this study was to assess the quality of care for premature babies
hospitalized in the neonatology unit of the Centre Hospitalier Universitaire de Kamenge. Method: This was a descriptive and
evaluative prospective carried out in the neonatology unit of the CHUK (Centre Hospitalier Universitaire de Kamenge) from
December 1, 2016, to May 31, 2017, including 70 premature babies, 65 mothers of premature babies and 15 providers
including a pediatrician and 14 nurses. Using a tool developed by the World Health Organization and adapted to the local
context by national experts, the quality of care for premature babies was assessed. Results: Prematurity accounted for 44.05%
of hospitalizations in neonatology at the University Hospital of Kamenge. The assessment of the quality of care for premature
babies was of  low quality,  with an average global  score of  2/5 (50%),  indicating that there is  a considerable need for
improvement  to  reach the  standards.  Conclusion:  Efforts  must  be  made to  have  infrastructures,  materials,  and human
resources sufficient in quality and quantity so that the neonatology unit of the CHUK can be efficient and optimize the care of
premature babies.
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