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Abstract : This study seeks to contribute to the advancement of library and archival sciences in the areas of records
management, knowledge organization, and information architecture, particularly focusing on the enhancement of
bibliographical description through the incorporation of visual interactive designs aimed to enrich the library users’
experience. In an era of heightened awareness about the legacy of hiddenness across special and rare collections in libraries
and archives, along with the need for inclusivity in academia, the University of Miami Libraries has embarked on an innovative
project that intersects the realms of print culture, decolonization, and digital technology. This proposal presents an exciting
initiative to revitalize the study of Artists’ Books collections by employing digital visual representations to decolonize
bibliographic records of some of the most unique materials and foster a more holistic understanding of cultural heritage.
Artists' Books, a dynamic and interdisciplinary art form, challenge conventional bibliographic classification systems, making
them ripe for the exploration of alternative approaches. This project involves the creation of a digital platform that combines
multimedia elements for digital representations, interactive information retrieval systems, innovative information architecture,
trending bibliographic cataloging and metadata initiatives, and collaborative curation to transform how we engage with and
understand these collections. By embracing the potential of technology, we aim to transcend traditional constraints and
address the historical biases that have influenced bibliographic practices. In essence, this study showcases a groundbreaking
endeavor at the University of Miami Libraries that seeks to not only enhance bibliographic practices but also confront the
legacy of hiddenness across special and rare collections in libraries and archives while strengthening conventional
bibliographic description. By embracing digital visualizations, we aim to provide new pathways for understanding Artists'
Books collections in a manner that is more inclusive, dynamic, and forward-looking. This project exemplifies the University’s
dedication to fostering critical engagement, embracing technological innovation, and promoting diverse and equitable
classifications and representations of cultural heritage.
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