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Abstract : Safety is the protection of the crew, passenger and equipment itself, as well as those living and working near bodies
of water, from hazardous situations. To assure safety, watch keeping is paramount because neglecting your watchkeeping can
lead to hazardous situations. Navigation is the assignment of a sailor to a specific route on a vessel to operate. Navigation is
the process of planning, managing, and directing a vessel safely to the desired destination with the aid of intense and efficient
watch keeping. Safety, i,e, all measures done to preserve the welfare of marine life, maritime infrastructure, facilities, ships,
offshore installations, crew, and passengers, as well as the preservation of navigation and the ease of maritime trade, are
referred to as safety measures;. When it comes to health, the absence of a proper first aid kit will affect injured sailors and
passengers. Not using goggles while shipping, ear muffs, etc., in the course of maintenance can be hazardous. Watchkeeping:
i.e the specific dutiies assigned to a personnel in a vessel to see to its continous smooth functionality. Your lookout or watch
officer [officer on navigational duty] must be active at all times in the course of duty. Navigation refers to the technique of
precisely determining a craft or vehicle's position and directing its motion along a particular course. The seafarers are not
being put through regular seminars, training, and orientations. In parts of West Africa, sailors go to school without being able
to secure jobs until their papers expire. For that, they won’t go for another Standard Trainning Certification and Watch
keeping for Seafarers to upgrade their certificate. In light of this, they are not familiar with the new vessels in the country, and
for this, they can't meet the safety, watch keeping, and navigation standards. Also, shipping companies and ship owners are
being selfish by not putting the proper things needed onboard regarding safety, watchkeeping, and navigational equipment.
The questions raised in these presentations are the breakdown of the safety activities, watch keeping effectiveness, and
navigational accuracy. All safety and watch keeping regulations should be applied efficiently. The problem identified includes a
lack of safety instruments onboard vessels in African waters. Also, inadequate proper watchkeeping due to the excess workload
on the seafarers can lead to an improper lookout, which gives room to collision, hijacking, and piracy. The impact of this
research is to inform African seafarers, shipping companies, and ship owners of the necessary information concerning the
safety of their lives and that of their passengers, cargo, and equipment.
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